ON PRESS AND LITERARY CRITICISM
(From Schopenhauer: " Ueber Schriftstellerei uud Stii")
The literary reviews ought to be the dam
to check the unscrupulous ink-slinging of our time and to
stem the ever-rising tide of useless and bad books;
incorruptible, judging justly and severely, they should
mercilessly chastise every wretched work of the in-
competent, every bit of scribbling by means of which
empty heads attempt to assist empty purses, consequently
quite nine-tenths of all books, thus counteracting, as is
their duty, the itch to write and the blackmail, instead
of encouraging them by their vile tolerance being in
league with authors and publishers, to rob the public of
time and money.
As a rule the authors are professors or litterateurs
who write for the sake of the money, on account of the
low salaries and poor remuneration: now as their purpose
is a common one, they have a common interest, they
stick together, they support one another, and each one
defends the other; hence the laudatory critiques of bad
books, which form the contents of the literary reviews,
whose motto should therefore be: "Live and let live!"
(And the public is simple enough to read the latest
rather than the good,)
Is there, or was there, indeed, one am.ong these
reviews which can boast of never having praised the most
worthless trash, never having blamed an3 disparaged